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Village Hall News

Although the winter is a relatively slow
time for bookings the Village Hall

continues to flourish. The Auction of
Promises, which was the main fund-
raising event this year, made a net profit
of £872.48.

Pinocchio

Families from the Parish were treated to
a puppet version of Pinocchio at the
Village Hall on 29 December. The

skilful presentation appealed to children
of all ages.

Please note
The opening of the Village Hall on the
first Saturday afternoon of each month
has been discontinued, at least for the
time being. Although those who came
along enjoyed the opportunity to meet
informally, numbers were never large. If
you have any idea of a time that would
be more popular, please contact any
member of the Village Hall committee
and let us have your views.

January 2006

Young people are still welcome to use
the Hall on a casual basis free of charge
as long as:

The hall is available

They are still at school

Under 16s have an adult present

The Harvest Supper

October I saw a full house at the
Village Hall for the Harvest Supper.
Pearl Livett and her merry band served
up a sumptuous feast of soup, main
course and a selection of mouth-
watering desserts, ending with tea or
coffee and mints.

John Allsworth, ably assisted by John
Mulvey, presided over the raffle, which
raised £115.

Many thanks also to Elizabeth Halcro,
as always, the leading light behind many
of the village events.

It was a pleasure to see Rev John Davies
and Fr James present.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
evening. Proceeds went to the St
Laurence Church Fabric Fund.

Jo Harris



The Death of the Rural Village Hall

At some point in our lives, says Tim White in thailp Telegraph, most of us have
found ourselves within the musty and dusty walla &fillage Hall. Coffee mornings,
toddler groups, bingo, exercise classes, clubsgthtaces host them all. Yet all
around the country they are fast disappearing.eMeef than half the village halls in
rural Yorkshire have shut in the last two years.

The problem for many village halls is not the ladlpotential users - but a dire
shortage of volunteers willing to run them. Gone thie days when all this entailed
was holding a key and avoiding double bookings.réli®a real danger that Village
Halls will exist only in T.V. and radio dramas abouoythical rural communities.

To manage even a small hall such as ours, the ctbeemeeds to know about the
latest legislation on everything. This includesltieand safety, disabled access, noise
restriction and the sale of food and alcohol. Cgpuith these rules and the ever-
increasing running and insurance costs has praadctch for the volunteers

running many village halls up and down the country.

Not so in South Hinksey. The village hall reopea#éidr extensive refurbishment in
March 2002. No longer musty or dusty, the hall ®asfully fitted kitchen and an
impressive range of equipment for children and tadul

It has been suggested that, in conjunction withGkaeral Elliot, the Hall could be a
suitable venue for conferences.

Last year the Hall was used for a variety of clubsgtings, classes, groups, shows
and parties. A promises auction raised a largeaumoney. The finances are sound
with the books balanced and a fund for maintenance.

The management committee will do all it can to msikee that South Hinksey Village
Hall is not added to the lengthening list of thtds® have disappeared. If anyone
wants to contribute with ideas or time, or by tgrithe hall for an event, please ring
735288, 730850 or 321989.

Maggie Rawcliffe on behalf of the Village Hall Magement Committee

My Party at the General Elliot

On the 13' November six friends and | went to the pub fobathday supper”. We
had pizza, chips and a choice of apple, orangesnaatpineapple juice to drink.
There were three types of pizza: pepperoni, plathspicy beef. | was allowed to
play my new CD that | had been given on the pulgelavith speakers throughout the
pub. There were ‘Happy Birthday’ banners and baitoat one side of the pub.

| really enjoyed my party. It was great fun.

Mum liked it too because she said it was very geaide!

Polly Rawcliffe. 11.01.06



Nature’s Niche

The winter so far has been extremely mild and inn@ack of the woods we have had
only a brief flutter of snow on a single day: Sepber and October this year were the
warmest such pair of months since temperature degpbegan in Britain more than
three centuries ago.

Winter bird visitors have arrived and there arepleof redwing and fieldfares
along the hedges and large flocks of various fisgheluding goldfinch, greenfinch,
brambling and yellowhammers. It is strange to beddtter in large groups. Records
of 100-120 siskins and surprisingly up to 20 crdsshave been submitted for the
last two months from locations in and around Badléyod. A good place to see them
is on top of the trees at the Bagley Wood Sawnolhg Oxford Road, which extends
from the top of Hinksey Hill, so when you are cotlag your logs take some
binoculars with you.

If you encounter any sick or dying birds in numbglesase contact Defra
helpline on 08459 335577 just in case they couldfferted by the Bird Flu virus. Do
not touch any such birds just in case.

The odd butterflies are still taking flight on thvarmer winter days and
peacock, small tortoiseshell and brimstone have Been in November and
December. They tend to hibernate in old sheds atislddings during the winter and
can become active in response to higher tempegtdaney bees are also still out
flying and benefit enormously from such food sosras ivy (our only evergreen
liana), that supplies the last nectar and pollethefsummer so think twice before you
go clearing away this useful plant as it climbsuaathe garden trees.

Mistletoe is now in season but is usually difficitcollect from the wild, as it
tends to grow high in ash and poplar trees. lbssjble however to grow your own by
collecting the berries from a bought specimen dftey have ripened. This means you
need to leave then outside the front door rathem thside. In February place the
berries on the lower branches of an apple or pearand give it a try.

Effects of climate change are becoming more obvibese days and the late
shedding of deciduous tree leaves is one exampkelaFrge oak in my garden only
shed most of its leaves in the week of T®cember, which is the latest | have
recorded. There are other signs, such as large ewafinolly berries and a warm
November, which suggest a bad winter accordinghtddre. So we may still have a
cold spell in the New Year ahead. If so do try &adp the bird food well topped up
as robins and wrens are very vulnerable in coldiezdecause of their low body
weight.

You will have seen the letters and articles inltoal paper on a proposed rowing
lake at Hinksey Meadows. Whilst this is still omlyproposal it is worth considering
the extensive changes that could take place texiséing natural environment of the
meadows both temporarily and permanently if it event ahead. The developers are
proposing to create some wildlife ponds at the Néfinksey end and remove the
overhead wires and pylons. Perhaps it would befluéaleo do these — both of which
were proposed in our Parish Plan - without consitiga lake. Do let us know what
you think.. We need all the help we can get to mwprand enhance our parish
environment and to avoid it being damaged by mareltrained developments.

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e malbriffett@btopenworld.com




Neighbourhood Watch

If anyone in the Hinksey Hill part of the parish¢iuding Chilswell Path, would like
to receive local Neighbourhood Watch email aldrgould be very happy to add
them to the list which | run for the village. | seaut about half a dozen alerts a year.
| send them as "blind copies” so no one else carysgr email address. If you would
like to go onto this list, please email me to thff¢ct on_itsallmine2005-
nwatch@yahoo.co.uk

If you have any queries email me or ring me on B852

Peter Rawcliffe

Book Club

It may seem like just another gossip-shop but ot flais the South Hinksey Book
Club. We meet in each other’s houses once a ntordiscuss a book of our choice -
usually a novel — and to enjoy a relaxing coupléairs together. By chance, we are
all women; we decided we like it that way and mea @ot actively encouraged to
join. If anyone would like to know more, the lidttdles for the next few months can
be found on the South Hinksey websitemy.southhinksey.co.uR together with a
contact number.

Garden Club

The Garden Club continues to flourish. The verstfimeeting started off at ground
level with a talk on compost! Amongst the subjexigered since then have been a
talk by Charmaine Grace-Woodham on Christmas déoosa Matthew and Gary,
from Fabulous Flowers in Abingdon ,were very emii@ihg, making original flower
arrangements while relating stories about theilouarcommissions; Harry Robinson
and his wife held a workshop on hanging basketscanthiners; Sam and Dorothy
from Notcutts Garden Centre have been several fiatesalways interesting and
informative, and bring a selection of plants fdes&nnabel Webb from Whichford
Pottery gave a slide show on the manufacture af ll@mdmade pots.

A number of local firms have generously donatedgwxifor raffles.
All members are allowed a 10% discount on purchas&arnton Garden Centre.

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each martd new members are
welcome.

Annual subscription £5. Entrance £1.50 per meetingn-members £2.

Contact June Ellis on 321989



Forthcoming Events

Canal Evening
South Hinksey Village Hall, Friday 24" February at 7.15 pm.

Programme

Introduction: Canal tunes by the Donkey House Rkye

Mathew Armitage (Director of Tooley’s yard) will talk offhe Yard, Past and
Present. This historic boatyard now forms part of Banbuny&sy museum by the
canal.

Kate Saffin will present a one-person playBoat’'s yer Whole Worldpased on part
of Ramlin Rosethe historical canal story by Sheila Stewart, dbstg the life of the
boatwomen at the turn of the last century. Katga known in canal circles, having
played at festivals (including Edinburgh) and atmas canal-side hostelries.

Entry: £4.50 includes tea/coffee and biscuits.
Concessions £3.50
Any profit from the evening will be for the Friends South Hinksey.

For Sale

Walking/trekking boots, Highlander Trekker, size 9, black. Hardly worn. £20
ONO.

Acoustic guitar 3/4 size. VGC, with case. £20 ONO. Tel 735288

Volunteer Opportunity

Are you the volunteer we are looking for?

Guideposts Trust is running a friendship schem@émple with learning disabilities
in Oxfordshire. We are looking for volunteers frathover the county, aged 16+, to
join the scheme and make a difference to somedife2’slf you enjoy going to the
pub, bowling, cinema, the gym or just socialisingyeneral, you could be the person
we need. All you need to give is a couple of haarselp someone have fun and
enjoy life. You don’t need experience, you justahéebe a caring person who wants
to help others. Guideposts Trust will offer volueresupport and will meet your out
of pocket expenses. For more information pleasgaod Nicola - Friendship Scheme
Co-ordinator on 01993 772886 or enmditola.oddy@qguideposts.ardOur web page
address is www.guidepoststrust.org.uk




Hinksey Heights Golf Course

Hinksey Heights Golf Club celebrated its"firthday in style with a black tie dinner
for 200 members and guests. With music from a wdableand, ‘Holleywood’, and
an excellent dinner prepared by the club’s residbets all was set for a wonderful
evening which concluded with a firework displayfgntastic Fireworks.

The Club has had a tremendous year thanks largehetintroduction of the new
scheme which has lowered the cost of golf club nmestbp. Hundreds of new
members have joined and we now have flourishingpsiditions and larger sections
for ladies and juniors. This success has been snmadl way because the existing
members have welcomed all newcomers and encouthgedto take part in the
Club’s activities.

We have started on the construction of a new hakéh will provide water for the
existing and new 9 hole course which opens next yéiaksey Heights Golf Club is
able to provide all its water needs without taksogplies from the public system.
Yet again this year, members have increased the@tnaised for charity. The
beneficiary will be the Thames Valley and Chilt&in Ambulance which is totally
independent and which relies for all its fundinguatuntary contributions.

The Friends of South Hinksey

The committee of the Friends of South Hinksey heenlmeeting every two months
recently. Our job is to pursue the objectives idienl in the South Hinksey Parish
Plan and to watch for local issues which mightciftae interests of the Parish. At
the moment there are three main areas of interest

1. A new area of trees is to be planted on the Hiljaeent to the Chilswell Valley
nature reserve (Parish Plan, Action 16).

2. After consultation with residents, we have decitted, although there is no
demand for a formal “play area” there is considkraberit in the idea of
acquiring some land which would belong to the Paaisd could be used for
community events (Parish Plan Action 21). For naetails, speak to Peter
Rawcliffe.

3. We are told that NetworkRail have agreed to ingtdivheelie ramp” to help
cyclists over the railway bridge (Parish Plan Acti©). It will be identical to the
one at Kennington.

4. We are watching carefully the suggestion thatgethoating lake, Grandpont
Waters, be built on this side of the railway Inoeghly between Osney and
Redbridge. After a flurry of correspondence in @dord Times there has been
no new information on this yet.




St Laurence Church

Once again repairs have been started on the sodtivest walls of our mediaeval
church. £18,000 had already been spent, but fuardsut leaving work still to be
done. 2005, however, was a rewarding year for farging and money is now
available to complete the outstanding work.

There were two fund-raising events last year thexewery successful, viz., the
Flower Festival and the Christmas Bazaar.

TheFlower Festivalwas held over two days in August and, as a restlaal work
and planning, transformed the Church into a flesdfavaganza. Over £2,000 was
collected from visitors but the final figure, indimg Gift Aid, is not yet available.
This was all made possible by ladies who like ti&iewn as “The Friends of St.
Laurence Church”. The floral displays were photpbed for posterity by Dr. Bob
Marsden.

The other great success was @teistmas Bazaar, held on 26 November. This was
the first Christmas Bazaar in living memory to héeen held in our Church, where
local craftspeople displayed their wares. What angatalent! Thanks to free local
publicity, people came from far and wide and £9@& waken - £800 for the Church
and £100 for Abingdon Alzheimers’ Club.

Thoughts are now focusing on our future projecisaices permitting, it is planned
to build toilet and storage facilities; to upgrdale pathways and associated lighting;
and to repair the Tower. The money for the repaithe Tower has yet to be raised,
but although a daunting task, it will be achieved.

The Congregation and P.C.C. of St. Laurence Chwrsh to thank all those whose
contributions and donations made possible the waakhas been achieved.



A Letter from Fr James, Priest in Charge

On the 3 February we celebrate the feast of the Presentefithe Lord in the
Temple. This was when Jesus as a child was takéfely and Joseph to do what
the Jewish law required. There they met Simeon pvbolaimed him as thieight to
enlighten all people.The Presentation or Candlemas as it is commordyhris
therefore a festival of light. It is the day whi&e Church traditionally blesses
candles and celebrates them as a symbol of thet@inriife — as the wax is
consumed so a light burns brightly. So as our hubwalies live out their life, we
burn with the light of Christ.

A warm welcome awaits you at St Laurence Churctwianrship on Sundays at
11.15am

Fr James Wilkinson
11.01.06

The Parish Website: www.southhinksey.co.uk

This site is now up and running. Tell your friehdsome sections have yet to be
“populated” but titles include News, Church, Lot&iormation, Children’s Interests,
Clubs, Events and Neighbourhood Watch. We welcomeersuggestions and
contributions. In particular we wonder whether afyou have any photographs of
historical interest, perhaps of Parish events ddimgs. If in doubt about who is
responsible for various topics, contact the ovesditor, Linda Slater, on 739183.

Road Noise on Hinksey Hill

There has been some concern expressed about theatiswyes that have appeared
on Hinksey Hill. Where the road has the doublet&vhines, the carriageway is now
so narrow that buses, lorries and other wide-bashatles cannot drive up or down
the road without their tyres hitting the cat’s eyeth a resulting loud clattering noise.

Speeding has long been a problem on the road,tanghd the effect of the cat's eyes
seems to have exacerbated the problem.

Any comment, please phone 730006.






