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Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@btopenworld.com

Receiving and contacting the ECHO

The South Hinksey Echo is published three times a year, to coincide roughly with the
beginning of the three school terms. You may have noticed that it has grown and now
runs to eight sides. It takes a long time, and is increasingly expensive, to print.  It also
takes a long time for our volunteers to deliver a paper copy to every house in the Parish.
If you have broadband and are able to receive the newsletter by email it would make life
a lot easier for us.  Please send an email to echoeditor@southhinksey.co.uk with your
name and the first line of your address.  Any comments or articles for inclusion can also
be sent to this email address or to the editor, Linda Slater tel 39183.

The Village Hall

The Village Hall is a registered charity, governed by a Constitution and the Charities Act
1993. It is not owned by the Parish or District Councils but is a self-supporting
organisation, which must raise money by way of grants and profit-making functions to
pay the annual running expenses.

This is not a Community Hall, where Parishioners can freely use its facilities or assets –
if you wish to use the Hall, or have use of its assets, then the appropriate fee must be
paid.  If there is no income for the Hall, it will cease to function and the property will be
sold by the trustees.

The Hall is currently owned by three Trustees, namely Tony Allsworth, Peter Burrows
and David Wilkins.  This set of trustees is appointed by the outgoing Trustees, or filled
by the remaining Trustees if the number is depleted.  These Trustees are not appointed
annually.

It is managed by another set of Trustees (the Committee), who are appointed annually.
These Trustees run the Hall to ensure that there are sufficient incoming funds to meet
outgoing expenditure.

The Hall has been refurbished by a Lottery Fund grant, plus grants from the Parish and
District Councils.  The refurbished premises are now in excellent condition and the
Trustees must ensure that this condition is maintained for the benefit of future
generations. It is an asset that must not be lost.
David Wilkins, Custodian Trustee,
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Recent Events

Highlights have included the wedding reception for Claire and David during the summer
half term  -Many congratulations!

Last week David Robertson, Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for
Transport, spoke on “Future Traffic Plans for Oxfordshire Roads.”  He has since phoned
to thank the audience for their hospitality and for feedback from the meeting.

The Hall is used regularly for meetings of local groups.

Hall Hire Charges

Reluctantly, the South Hinksey Village Hall Management Committee must raise the
charges for the use of the Village Hall.  The Hall charges have remained unchanged for
several years, despite regular increases in the cost of utilities and, like for like, the Hall
remains the cheapest in the area.

Although the Village Hall is not a profit-making organisation, it cannot operate at a loss
and prices have to be realistic, otherwise the Hall will not be viable and will have to
close.

Do support your Village Hall.  It was bought with great foresight, some years ago, for the
use of the Parishioners and we should not wish to be remembered in the future as the
Parishioners who relinquished such a valuable asset.

VILLAGE HALL CHARGES FROM 1 st SEPTEMBER 07

WITHIN PARISH OUTSIDE PARISH
PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL £10 per hour £14 per hour
COMMERCIAL £100 per single 4-hour  session

£170 per double session
Hire charges include use of kitchen etc.  For further details contact 321989 or
730850.More information is available on the website, www.southhinksey.co.uk

******************************************
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Saint Laurence Church

Flower Festival, July

The 29th September is the feast of St Michael and All Angels. Many churches in this
country are dedicated to him with them.  Indeed the city church of Oxford is one of their
number. Michael is an archangel and his name means ‘who is like unto God?’  Angels are
messengers and throughout the Bible mediate between God and human beings.  Michael
appears in the book of Daniel as one of the chief princes of the heavenly host and as the
special guardian or protector of Israel (Dan. 10:13 and 12:1) in the book of Revelation he
is the principal fighter of the heavenly battle against the dragon (Rev 12:7-9).

Angels then belong to the world which is beyond our earthly sight; they are Christ’s
messengers.  The church in her worship mentions them very often, especially during the
Eucharist and at funerals.  I commend to you  the following prayer, which is often used at
Compline or Night prayer before bed and sleep.

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray,
And drive far from it the snares of the enemy;
May your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace,
And may your blessing be always upon us;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Important Church service dates

23rd  September  6.00 pm Harvest Evensong
4th  November  3.00 pm Service to remember the departed and Sprinkling in the
Churchyard and Burial Ground.
11th  November 9.15 am Remembrance Eucharist
Preacher : the Bishop of Oxford

Fr James Wilkinson 5.9.07
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Nature’s Niche

With the driest April, the wettest June and July and the shortest summer, this year has
already broken several weather records. The summer has provided far too much flooding
in our village and only brief snatches of sun. It is to easy overlook the plight of wildlife in
the flooding.  Although extensive water areas may have appeared to be beneficial to the
wetland birds, such excessive flooding at the nesting time of year has been disastrous.
Floating nest sites of moorhens, coots and rails have been washed away by the strong
currents and ground meadow sites for redshank, curlew, snipe and lapwing have been
wrecked. Extended wet conditions for small birds just being reared would also have been
equally difficult to survive in. Despite these sad accounts there is good news of new birds
coming in to the region. A possible first sighting of a Rose Ringed Parakeet was made in
Spring Copse and a Purple Heron turned up at Farmoor in mid August. This time of year
is good for seeing rare migrants blown off course so keep a sharp eye open for these. If
you wish to confirm identification or share your sighting do let me know or contact the
Oxford Ornithological Society on their web site at www.oos.org.uk.

Butterflies have certainly been far fewer this year, and only in the first two weeks of
August when the weather resembled a good summer did a wider range of species start to
emerge. I recorded a single Holly Blue in my garden, which is not so common these days
and saw a good number of Marbled Whites in Rikis Field on Hinksey Hill. The migrants,
Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow do not seem to have reached Oxfordshire although I
did see some in South Dorset along the cliffs near Lulworth Cove in early August.

Peter Rawcliffe spotted the back end of a disappearing snake in Bagley Wood in mid
August and determined it was probably a grass snake. These delightful creatures are
absolutely harmless, usually found in damper areas, preferring to feed on small
mammals, fish and amphibians, and are excellent swimmers. They are olive green in
colour with darkish spots and streaks but the distinctive feature is a yellowish and black
collar behind the head. They can grow to one metre length and have been known to lay
their eggs in garden compost heaps. My current compost has a family of bank voles who
enjoy burying themselves in the new grass cuttings. Such a new visitor as a grass snake
would certainly change that species population.

Have you had any problems with house mice this year? Several parishioners certainly
have and I wonder if they have been trying to escape the wet conditions outside. Constant
board running in our roof space has even kept us awake at night and my wife resorted to
setting traps with chocolate currants. To date within three weeks we have caught twenty
mice and the cat’s food has been found in all sorts of secret niches and hidey holes. The
final blow was when I entered our camper van to prepare for a holiday, opened the front
cupboard of the dashboard and saw a large mouse washing his face. I was so astounded
that I could only watch with awe at his cheekiness. Having completed his wash down he
jumped up into the space behind the engine and was never seen again.

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@btopenworld.com
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The Friends of South Hinksey

The Steering Committee has not met as frequently in recent months, though we are
keeping an eye on planning matters likely to affect South Hinksey.  One particular
concern has been the inclusion on the Oxfordshire Mineral Sites Proposals of a plan to
extract gravel from a site stretching from Grandpont almost to Redbridge.  We have
written to the County Council strongly objecting to this proposal and Peter Rawcliffe
produced a detailed analysis of the effects it would have on our local environment.  The
report on the consultation has, however, been delayed for technical reasons and we are
not likely to hear any more until next year.

The Woodland project is likely to become active later this year and we hope as many
people as possible can get involved. A letter asking for your support, either physical or
financial, is being circulated with this Echo so do let us know as the wood will make a
major contribution to improving the biodiversity of our parish.

The Parish Website: www.southhinksey.co.uk continues to expand and be updated.
Look for new pictures on the Gallery page. If you would like your own email address at
southhinksey  contact info@southhinksey.co.uk. The cost will be £5 a year and income
will go towards the expense of running the website.

South Hinksey Notelets
We are producing a pack of six notelets, featuring local views. The cost is likely to be
£3.50 per pack and we hope they will be available for the FOSH AGM in October(see
below).

Flood Matters

Peter Rawcliffe’s article in the May edition of the Echo gave us all room for optimism,
with his account of the work at Towle’s Mill.  Since then, of course, we have been
overtaken by events. In July people at the bottom of the village waited with growing
apprehension to see how far the waters would rise.  By the Monday morning it seemed as
if the worst was past, with very little damage to property, then on the Tuesday the water
arrived and there was nothing more to be done…
At the General Elliot, John hefted beer barrels on to the bar and waited.  It was
remarkable that he managed to keep the pub open almost non-stop during the flood, and
acted as a rallying point for emergency services as well as personally helping move
sandbags and generally keeping people’s spirits up. Thank you, John, from all of us.
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A personal account

Oh no! Not again! Was my first reaction when I saw the water rising in the flood
meadows. I watched as it entered the bottom of my garden and realised the time had
come to put my contingency plan into action.

Neighbours rallied round to take up rugs, lift furniture on to crates, empty bottom shelves
and cupboards and put my floodgate in position.

Water finally entered he house on Tuesday July 24th.  The stress was somewhat alleviated
by the arrival of a team of hunky fireman who offered assistance.  I reluctantly refused a
fireman’s lift, as I knew family would be coming next day to evacuate me.  By next
morning the water had risen to about 7 inches inside the house.

I returned on July 29th to find the water had gone leaving little sign of it having been
there at all.  I consider myself more fortunate than some residents who suffered far worse.
Maybe I felt a veteran, this being the third flooding I have experienced.

Will there be more?  Probably, but I still love South Hinksey.

Jo Harris

South Hinksey Parish Council

At the last meeting of the Council held on Wednesday 1st August 2007 the following new composition of
the Council was confirmed

Anne Wilson - Parish Clerk
91 Hornbeam Road
Southwold, Bicester,Oxon
Tel 07923 658059
 annewilsontc@tiscali.co.uk

Clive Briffett - Chairman
Siskins, Spring Copse, Oxford OX15BJ
Tel 01865 327161
c.briffett@btopenworld.com

Maggie Rawcliffe - Vice Chairperson
Pin Farm Cottage, Barleycott Lane, South
Hinksey, Tel 01865 735288

Sarah Gray - Councillor
7 Church Close, South Hinksey
Tel 07779582465
sarah.gray@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Colin Davies - Councillor
Hill Cottage, South Hinksey, Oxford OX1 5AB
Tel 01865 739514   cjdoxford@aol.com

Sarah Balaam - Councillor
44 Manor Road, South Hinksey, Oxford OX1
AS
Tel 01865 326559 E mail
sstrawbs@hotmail.com

We usually hold council meetings in the Village Hall once a month but with a mid year
break. The next meeting will be on Monday 1st October. Minutes of each meeting will be
posted on the parish website. If you require assistance with any matters affecting the
environment of our parish please do make contact with any of us. You will see we cover
most parts of the parish in terms of residential addresses and endeavour to pursue
worthwhile projects in improving the facilities and resources available to parishioners.
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Forthcoming Events

Friday 5th October: A “late” instalment of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning will be
held at The Gables, Hinksey Hill, on between 10.00 and 12.30.  This event is in aid of
Macmillan Cancer Care. For more details, contact Val Smythe or Sandy Blight, who are
seeking to repeat their success of last year.

23 October.  FOSH AGM. 7.00 pm in  the Village Hall.  Speaker: Nigel Bray of the
Environment Agency on Flooding in the Oxford area. (See separate notice)

28-30th October: General Elliot Beer Festival

Sat 29 October Custom Bike Show at the General Elliott 12.00pm.  Seven  categories:
(Best paint; best trike; most original; best English; best foreign, best Rat, Best custom.)
Pig roast/barbecue.  Silly Games. The Donkeyhouse band will be playing at lunchtime.

News and Reports

Phil Saugman We are sorry to lose Philip Saugman from the parish Council. He has
done an excellent job during his time as chairman.  Clive Briffett will replace him.

On 18th June, the Oxford City branch of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) met at the
General Elliot to present the Pub of the Year certificate to John.  Many congratulations.

The planning application for a car park at the General Elliot has been referred to a small
committee of local councillors.

Ladies’ Fun Evening

On August 1st a Ladies’ Fun Evening, held at the Church, was well attended.

Elaine Brown gave an interesting talk about her shop in St Clements, which has been in
business for a number of years.  Why not visit and recycle your unwanted good quality
clothes and at the same time find something to supplement your autumn and winter
wardrobe?  The shop is open Tuesday to Saturday every week.

There was a face makeover on a model using Body Shop products, to give us ideas for a
new look, and several were available for testing.

Charmaine Grace-Woodham demonstrated the art of flower arranging using a variety of
blooms and foliage.  Her skill resulted in some very eye-catching displays, along with
plenty of useful tips for those wishing to experiment at home.
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We all had a very pleasant and informative evening as well as being fortified by delicious
refreshments. Many thanks to the speakers and contributors to the raffle.

Jo Harris

And on the Hill…
There seems to have been a slight decline in the rabbit population.  Deer, however, are
still flourishing; a mother with two young has been a frequent visitor to some gardens…
Residents are concerned about the speed of traffic going down the hill; rush hour seems
to be getting longer.

.
Doggie bags with a difference

This gift to the community has appeared
opposite the Village Hall. Dog-owners
are invited to make use of the bags and
help keep our village clean.


