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Village Hall

Exercise Class |

At 9.30a.m. most term-time Saturday
mornings for the past 3 years, a band of
dedicated South Hinksey/Hinksey Hill
residents have met in the village hall for
an hour's exercise to music. Becky Hitch
is our instructress and she plans a careful
programme of exercises and routines to
bring us out in a bit of a sweat and to
stretch and tone our bodies. The
exercises are set at different levels so the
class caters for a variety of ability levels
and fitness. We cover a wide age range
and one of our group is in her seventies.
Everyone is very friendly and the sound
of the music is always interspersed with
laughter. Do come along and join us if
you would like to start your weekend

with a bit of a swing.

Liz LeFevre

Grand Raffle

The party held to host the “Grand
Raffle” draw on the evening of 10
November 2006 was a great success and
was, financially, very rewarding. Some
people responded to the invitation to
come in fancy dress and everyone
enjoyed the partyThe young conjuror,
Jason Davison, who provided the
“mystery” entertainment managed to
baffle us all!

The lucky prizewinners werelo Harris,
Anne Allsworth, Paul Fergal, Rena Fowler,
A.Kitching, Liz LeFevre, Pearl Livett, Carolyn
Porter, Hiram Warren and Peter Rawcliffe.



Long Live South Hinksey Village Hall

Babies broaden your horizons! It was through tnih lof my son, Max that | discovered
South Hinksey Village Hall. Unable to find an aftative venue, we suggested to our
antenatal teacher that we use the hall for clagSesryone thought it was a bit bizarre at
first, but when we turned up it wasn’t your runtieé mill community hall. No tatty
paintwork in this character Victorian building (esttly and tastefully renovated), and it
was surprisingly cosy, even for a small group ti€&n. Moreover it was beautifully
clean — helpful when seven heavily pregnant womerewetting up and down from the
floor! We liked it so much, that a year on frone thirth of our babies, our group, now all
friends, held a ‘ONE’ party at the hall. Nowhetseedid we have the room for seven
active toddlers, fourteen parents and birthdayepress The clean baby- changing
facilities were really appreciated.

The hall really came into its own recently for g Bamily celebration. We hosted my
sister's 48 birthday party and with fifty odd guests includingarly twenty kids, ranging
in age from babes in arm to thirteen year oldsyee getting a bit desperate about what
to do without spending a fortune. The hall is viesgsonable to hire so we could afford
to hold an all-day party - with lunch, tea and ddrkn’s entertainer! (He did the fire
eating outside the hall | hasten to add!) Howeweas amazed that we didn’t need to
hire any cutlery, crockery, glasses or even talais; all of which were on a par with
good quality hire goods. The kitchen is smallwatl equipped. We managed with the
help of a caterer to do much of it ourselves. dsw great success and we were very
grateful to the kind and helpful caretakers whongaeup, set up and closed up, all
without moaning (even when we were a bit late dlgganp and getting out!). So,
actually, 1 don't think | do want to share the s#cbut now that it is out of the bag, if you
are looking for a great venue for meetings, graupamily parties and want good value
in nice surroundings then look no further than Sddinksey Village Hall.

Imogen Cotter

Note: Parking is now available for Village Hall userslire Yard opposite the Hall.
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Saint Laurence Church

In the very near future it is planned to start workthe final phase of the external repairs
to the masonry in the Church Tower.

The Parochial Church Council and the Congregatimh wo thank all those who have
contributed, financially or otherwise, to the reatmn of our ancient Church. Polly
Rawcliffe must have a special thank you as shéhked and sold cakes, giving the
proceeds to the Tower Fund. A very noble effastrfra young schoolgirl! Inspired by
Polly’s cakes — unlike Alfred’s they were not buldnewe decided to go ahead with the
Tower repairs, before tackling the upgrading ofghéhs and the building of the toilet.
This final phase was made possible by two very grrgeedonations, one from the Oxford
Historic Churches Trust and the other from “WRENyes, the landfill organisation!
Congratulations are also due to the skilled stosemawho have worked so well to



restore and preserve this gem of a Grade II* libigtting. There is still much work to
be done and fund-raising will continue — so, look for future events, where we shall
look forward to your company...

Elizabeth Halcro

A Letter from Fr James
Have Faith!

The Lord’s Prayer or Our Father is the most famufus| Christian prayers and yet at it
heart is a very simple message. The discipledesls how they are to pray and he gives
them these familiar words. We call God our Fatterrause he created all that is and
loves us as a father should, with unconditionaéldde dwells in heaven and his name
holy because he is the source of all goodness. faiefpr the coming of his kingdom
today so that we may have a part in it. We ask@ual will give us all we need to live
our lives. We must also forgive those who wron@ug try to stay away from all that
leads us into bad ways. This prayer is a diregt wdalk to God. Might you use it?

[2)
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We welcome you to St Laurence Church on Sunda$4.46 am

Fr James Wilkinson, Parish Priest

The Friends of South Hinksey

The AGMwas held on ¥ October- it seems a very long time ago now. 2spfee
attended and enjoyed a very interesting talk byddieeDance of the Oxford Preservation
Trust. We thank Elizabeth Halcro for the delici@unsl varied refreshments on offer.

Pub car park

We have written to the Vale in support of the pigddo build a car park for 100 cars at
the side of the General Elliot. The application Wdooeed permission for change of use
as the Village is in the Green Belt. We are desipdy short of parking space at this end
of the village. The only proviso we would makehat the surface of the car park should
be permeable, to help with flooding and also pestrapke it blend in more. John at the
pub needs our support. If you have not already doneo please write to the Planning
Authority. For details, ask John at the pub.



The Parish Websitabuthhinksey.co.ukThe website has been in existence for over a
year and now needs an overhaul and renewal inghedf our experience. Fresh ideas
would be very welcome. If you would like to hefmssibly to edit a page or indeed the
whole site, please contact Linda Slater on 7391§8limda.slater@boltblue.com

Photo competitionThe photographic competition produced some greatiggs of the
Parish. The pictures were judged by James Haw&ipspfessional freelance
photographer, and the overall winner was Anne MankhThe entries were on view at
the AGM of the Friends of South Hinksey.

Notelets and proposed South Hinksey calendarare following up the
practicalities of using some of the photographsaslets. We would also like to
produce a South Hinksey calendar, for sale fronoket 2007, which means having it
ready to print by the end of the summer. We hagésRioners will help us with pictures
suited to different seasons - anything that capttire feel of the Parish, particularly
views of or from the Hill and Hinksey Heights. Pdeadon’t delay. A lot of you have
digital cameras and many of you can probably takesfstic pictures. Contact Linda
Slater on 739183.

Nature’'s Niche

It's January again and one could ask when wilvirger start and why has the spring
already begun? It's certainly a strange phenomenatimate change we are
experiencing and perhaps the effects on us anatplarty our children and
grandchildren need our closer consideration. TheneDavid Attenborough assessment
of scenarios tended to cover many negative imgadtperhaps there are bright spots
also for 2020 and 2050. For example the changalotdts may result in us enjoying
more hoopoes, shrikes, golden orioles and beeseatel glorious Mediterranean
weather. The ptarmigan, snow bunting and crestedniay have to move out to Iceland
and Greenland and we may not be visited by as mudfowl in the winter. They are
already staying longer in Germany and Poland. Twans will probably still get here as
they take a more direct route straight across eyaer from Iceland and beyond.

In the local scene surveys of wildlife were comgdetor the third year running at
Chilswell Valley, Hinksey Meadows and Hinksey Hemgtrail. All the bird records have
been compiled into a so-called Patchwork ReporttferOxford Ornithological Society
and will be published next month. This will alsog on thevww. southhinksey.co.uk
web site in due course. Results show that 61 spectikird were recorded in Chilswell
Valley environs with an average of 22 species seeach of twenty-five visits.
Predictably the commonest seen on every visit Waregion Crow, Woodpigeon, Great
Tit and Blue Tit. Regular nesters included Reed &@dge Warbler, Yellowhammer,
Skylark, Jackdaw and Stock Dove. Migrants passinguigh included Wheatear (August)
Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler (April), Redwing arfgieldfare (October/November) and



Whitethroat and Blackcap (April and May). Rarestbiwere Bullfinch only seen three
times, Garden Warbler heard once, Cuckoo, Tregeresnd Nuthatch only one sighting
each. If you can get out and about and do have sueresting sightings to add to these
do let me know.

At a recent lecture of the Oxford Ornithologicalciy | was reminded of the help we
can give to wildlife by constructing boxes for negt This is the time of year to do it.

The speaker was a Tree Sparrow fanatic who whibskiwg for the Thames Water
Authority has persuaded dozens of farmers to peokiichdreds of boxes in five years
thus increasing populations by as much as 500%optiens available are boxes for
swallows, house martins, robins, tits, sparrowsereh bats, bumble bees and ladybirds.
Designs for making your own are available fromR&PB website. All it costs is a little
effort. Could your new year resolution be to malkeome for a fellow creature? They
need our help and we need their presence. Let imw Knyou need any further advice.

You may have heard the new proposal by the Oxfatgl @uncil supported by South
Hinksey and Kennington Parish Councils to plant wmamdlands at Redbridge over the
next four years. Along with own our woodland prejatChilswell which is now waiting
funding it is hoped that such improvements wilhigrabout increased biodiversity in the
Parish. There is a “Forest of Oxford” project tamqlwoodlands throughout the Oxford
Green Belt where suitable soil conditions permd araybe one day we will have the
opportunity of walking and cycling along trails dligh these. One important aspect of
community woodland development is to encourage conityi support and ownership of
such projects. Such woodlands can also be of \adwesource of timber supply. For
example hazel coppicing can produce useful woodnfaking baskets, bean poles,
fencing, wattles, hurdles and even charcoal. Lagikar the hazel “lamb’s tail” catkins
this month. They are produced as a sophisticated & pollen transfer from the male
(catkin) to the red star shaped female flower. &he result are hazel nuts in the autumn
which are great for us to eat but if you are notkjenough off the mark the Dormouse,
Yellow-necked and Wood mice, Bank and Field vol@kget there first. It seems a
better option than burrowing through my evil-smmedlicompost heap! The Squirrels and
Jays also spend a lot of time burying the nutsaamins under the lawn and forgetting
where they left them. At least | am not the onlg ¢o suffer short-term memory loss.
Now what was | saying...?

Clive Briffett Tel 01865 327161 e mail c.briffett@®penworld.com

WANTED: Good home for walnut tree saplings. June EHis $ome largish ones.
Apparently South Hinksey used to be famous for wialn Does anyone know any more
about this?

WALKING GROUP: Barbara Jeffrey wonders whether anyone is inteddate
joining a local walking group, something along limes of the Kennington Health Walks
-Nothing too strenuous. Contact Barbara dire@Bi7652) or via Linda Slater (739183).



News and Reports

NEW BUILDINGS

The new buildings in Bourgein’s Yard
are nearing completion. This corner of
St Lawrence Road still looks pleasantly
rural despite the higher roofline.

BOOKS

There are two book groups that | know of in the Paish:

“The Originals”, founded by Alison Paine a couple of years ago, nmeeach other’s
houses once a month to discuss a wide variety @fsydadhough the bias is towards new
“literary” novels. Our most memorable meeting washyably the Christmas meal we had
at the General Elliot this year.

The South Hinksey Book Groupdistinguished themselves last year by taking ipaitte
Blenheim triathlon. You may have heard Rachaelddan’s account on Radio Oxford.
They do discuss books, and they do intend to ddridudlon again this year.

Are thereany other book groupsin the Parish?

FLOODING

The sever bottleneck to Hinksey Stream at TowldsdMiice in the Redbridge area to
the south of the village is finally being sorted.ou

The Environment Agency began work in mid-Januametmiild the old and defective
sluice and to substantially widen the by-pass cialann

When the work is finished (planned to be by Apdlpksey Stream will be able to flow
much more freely, getting water away from the wastord flood plain and the village
more quickly and reducing the risk of flooding.



ATTENTION ALL PARENTS

Bookstart - Free Books for Children!!!! Do you know that Bookstart provides 3
different gifts for three different age ranges @ming books and other goodies and it's
all free.

The Bookstart Baby pack is available for babiegdageto 12 months. Your baby will be
given a pack by the health visitor at the 8 morghlth check.

The Bookstart+ pack is available for toddlers betw&8 and 30 months and can be
collected from the library or the health visitoydur child has a 2 year check. So please
go to the library and ask for your toddler’s Bo@kst pack.

My Bookstart Treasure Chest is available to 3 y@ds and is delivered to your child’'s
pre-school. If your child does not attend a prieest collect your Treasure Chest from
the library.

If you run a pre-school and have not given the Btat co-ordinator the number of three
year olds you have, please contact her as sooosashfe to ensure delivery by August
2007.

For more information contact the Bookstart Co-oadior for Oxfordshire on 01865
810243 or visit the web site at www.bookstart.okg.u
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CANAL EVENING

Some of you will remember the very enjoyable evgnunen Kate Saffin performed “A
Boat's Yer Whole World”, a one-woman play about lifeeof women on the Oxford
Canal. Kate has a new play, which she will perfairthe Village Hall orFriday 23.
Matthew Armitage, manager of Tooley’s Yard, wilkaltake part

JOIN IN THE COUNTY’'S MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS

Blackbirds in pies, a giant pendulum, a Mile foe thillennium and a Dance-a-thon:
these are just some of the ingredients in 2007 nvrfordshire celebrates its 1000
birthday — and the whole county is invited.

Special events are being planned@xfordshire 2007, offering an exciting array of art,
dance, theatre and music. Sport, food and scieecalso included — and many of
Oxfordshire’s 70-plus festivals will also be joigim the party with their own
millennium contributions. Many events are freesobsidised.

Oxfordshire 2007is designed to showcase the remarkable arrayeatiee talent past
and present - that exists in every corner of thentgpand represents a collaboration
between hundreds of cultural organisations, indiald and communities to create a
special and memorable year. Oxford Inspires, thumigts cultural development agency,
Is providing co-ordination and practical help td pa the celebration.

Oxfordshire 2007 aims to turn the county inside out, introducing yo new places and
new cultural experiences. To find out more abouatghhappening in your area — and
elsewhere in the county — visitvw.oxfordshire2007.com



SPOT THE ERROR

Kennington Health Centre Websiteis now live at:www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We hope to get prescription requests via the webgitrking in the very near future. Our
normal opening hours are: 8.30-1pm and 2 - 6.3@mne line is put through to duty
doctor at 6 pm).

Kennington Health Walks - suitable for all abilgiestart from Kennington Health
Centre car park on Mondays and Thursdays. Formmdtion contact Eileen Rodgers on
739173 or Rosemary Aldgate on 735419.



